
	
	

Tomorrow’s	Leaders	Program	
	

University	Prepara6on	Course		
Advanced	Academic	&	Study	

Skills	
	

4.	Speaking	Skills	–	
	Independent	Tasks	1	&	2	

	

Topics	&	checklist	
	

	

	Mai	Rizk	



iBT Test Structure: 
 
 Speaking Skills:  

Integrated tasks 

Independent tasks •  Task	1:	Personal	experience	&	preferences	
•  Task	2:	Choices:	Personal	opinion	

•  Campus-related	situa<ons	
•  Academic-type	content	material	



iBT Test Structure: Speaking 



Task 1: Personal Experience & Preferences:  
Exemplar Topics  



Note-taking Tips for Speaking Tasks 1 & 2:   

Main	idea	/	
opinion	

Suppor<ng	
detail	1	

Suppor<ng	
detail	2	

ü Write	words	&	phrases	in	your	notes	
ü  Answer	all	parts	of	the	ques<on		
ü  Relevant	details:	give	specific	
ü  reasons	and	examples	
ü Well-connected	ideas	



Task 1: Example:  Choose a teacher you admire. Explain why.    
Give examples & details.  

Math	T	
Saved	my	life	

Free	lessons	
poor	children		



Task 2: Choices: 
 Personal Opinion, Persuasive Logic 

Two	possible	choices	between:	
	

1.  Ac<ons	
2.  Situa<ons	
3.  Opinions			

	



Task 2: Choices: Personal Opinion, Persuasive Logic: 
Exemplar Topics 



Question 2: Example:  Some students study for classes 
individually and other study in groups. Which method of 
studying do you think is better for students and why?  

G	

Help	
understand	

Emo<onal	
support	



Important Tips 

1.  Use	coherence	markers	to	organize	your	ideas	&	clarify	

connec<on	between	them.		

2.  Breath	well	before	star<ng	to	talk.		
3.  Do	not	touch	the	microphone	or	your	mouth	while	talking.	

4.  Do	not	use	fillers	while	talking.		

5.  Do	not	repeat	your	words	or	phrases.		
6.  Do	not	be	too	emo<onal	about	any	thing!!		



Speaking Rubric/Checklist 

Your	response	will	be	scored	holis<cally:	
	

A.  Delivery:		
1.  Clear	speech	
2.  Good	pronuncia<on	
3.  Natural	speed	of	speech	
4.  Natural	intona<on	

	
B. Language	Use:	

5.  Correct	grammar	use	
6.  Correct	sentence	structures		
7.  Appropriate	vocabulary	use		

C.  Topic	Development:		
8.  Answer	all	parts	of	the	ques<on		
9.  Relevant	details:	give	specific		

reasons	and	examples	
10. Well-connected	ideas	





Pick a person who influenced your childhood. Who is he/she? 
Why and how did this person affect you? Give examples to 
explain your ideas.    

Assignments 1:  

Task 1: Personal Experience  

Take 15 seconds to prepare each the following topics then record a 45-
second response. You will get from your teacher and from your friends a 
grade out of 100 and commentary feedback on your performance.   

Task 2: Choices & Persuasive Logic 
Schools should be mixed; boys & girls studying together. Do 
you agree or disagree? Give examples to explain your ideas.    



Pick a musical instrument that you would like to learn how to play. 
What is it? Why did you pick it? Give examples to explain your ideas.    

Assignments 2:  

Task 1: Personal Experience  

Take 15 seconds to prepare each the following topics then record a 45-
second response. You will get from your teacher and from your friends a 
grade out of 100 and commentary feedback on your performance.   

Task 2: Choices & Persuasive Logic 
Zoos should be closed as they are places that hold animals in cages 
in captivity as prisoners while they should live in the wilderness. Do 
you agree or disagree? Give examples to explain your ideas.    



iBT Test Structure: 
 
 Speaking Skills:  

Integrated tasks 

Independent tasks •  Task	1:	Personal	experience	&	preferences	
•  Task	2:	Choices:	Personal	opinion	

•  Campus-related	situa<ons	
•  Academic-type	content	material	



iBT Test Structure: Speaking 



iBT Test Structure: Speaking 



Task Content 
	
•  A	reading	that	provides	the	context	of	the	issue	and	the	background	
needed.		

•  The	reading	could	present	two	reasons	either	for	or	against	one	of	the	
issues.	

	
•  The	speakers	will	talk	about	the	same	thing	and	one	speaker	will	have	a	
strong	opinion	about	the	ma`er.	

	
•  Your	mission	will	be	to	give	a	summary	of	this	opinion	based	on	what	you	
read	and	what	you	heard.		



Important Tips for the Summary 

•  Detect	the	viewpoint	and	the	aatude	of	the	speakers	through	their	word	
choice,	tone	of	speech,	and	intona<on	(how	they	vary	their	voice	volume).	

	

•  Detect	feelings	and	emo<ons	like	anger,	amusement,	certainty	level…etc.	
	

•  Take	notes.		
	

•  Use	adjec<ves	and	adverbs	to	describe	those	aatudes	and	emo<ons.	
	

•  Paraphrase	the	content	in	your	own	words.	Never	use	the	words	of	the	
original	materials.		

	

•  Don’t	sound	like	you’re	repea<ng	the	whole	content	orally.		



Question 3 Topics 
Curriculum:	add/drop	a	course,	new	textbooks,	Mid-term/final	exams.		
	

Majors/minors:	deadline	for	announcing,	course	requirements.	
	

Campus	faciliKes	and	dormitories:	gender	mixing/separaKon,	radios	&	music	in	rooms,	
visitors’	restricKons,	curfew,	campus	newspapers	arKcles,	new	parking	rules,	new	play	
courts.	
	

AcKviKes:	field	trips,	galleries,	movies,	concerts,	student	associaKons/commiPees.		
	

VisiKng	professors/guest	speakers.	
	

School	services:	cafeteria,	councilors/advisors,	gym,	lounge,	media,	computer	lab,	
security	guards,	lighKng,	phone	installaKon,	volunteer	acKviKes.	
	

University	policies,	rules,	procedures,	plans.	
	



Question 3 Topics Vocabulary 



iBT Test Structure: Speaking 



Task Content 
	
•  A	reading	that	provides	an	abstract,	general	and	broad	background	about	
an	academic	topic.		

	
•  The	speaker	is	a	professor	who	will	talk	about	the	same	topic	but	will	
tackle	it	from	a	very	specific	and	concrete	point:	examples,	counter	
example,	applica<on.	

	
•  Your	mission	will	be	to	give	a	summary	integra<ng	the	ideas	from	both	
sources.		



Important Tips for the Summary 
	
•  Detect	the	major	concepts	and	ideas	in	the	reading.		
	
•  Find	the	opinion	of	the	professor/speaker	detec<ng	the	status	of	the	
viewpoint.		

	
•  Use	paraphrased	expressions	and	phrases	to	summarize	ideas	and	info	from	
both	sources.	

•  Use	coherence	markers	and	connectors	to	organize	your	ideas	and	to	show	
the	rela<onships	between	them.	(similarly,	addi<onally,	moreover,	
however,	contrary…	etc.)	



1.  Arts.	
2.  Life	science	(biology,	medicine,…etc.)	
3.  Physical	science	(Physics,	Technology,	Chemistry,	Computer	

science…etc.)	
4.  Social	science	(Anthropology,	Mass	Communica<on,	History,	

Educa<on,	Business…etc.)	
	
Complete	list	p.	120,	121.	

Question 4 Topics: 



iBT Test Structure: Speaking 



Question 5: Content and Task 
•  Listen	to	a	short	conversaKon	about	a	campus-related	issue:	class	
absences,	financial	difficulKes,	unavailable	resources,	scheduling	
conflicts,	transportaKon,	university	clinic,	workload,	study	groups…	etc.	

	
•  It	will	be	between	two	speakers:	students,	student-professor,	student-
staff.		

	
•  There	will	be	a	problem	presented	with	two	possible	soluKons.		
	
•  Your	mission	will	be:	

1.   	To	briefly	describe	the	situaKon	discussed.	
2.   To	give	your	opinion	about	soluKons	to	the	problem.	



iBT Test Structure: Speaking 



1.  Arts.	
2.  Life	science	(biology,	medicine,…etc.)	
3.  Physical	science	(Physics,	Technology,	Chemistry,	Computer	

science…etc.)	
4.  Social	science	(Anthropology,	Mass	Communica<on,	History,	

Educa<on,	Business…etc.)	
	
Complete	list	p.	120,	121.	

Question 6 Topics: 



Assignment  

Go to the ‘Course Materials’ section and find the 
folder: 
 
4. MR - iBT - Assignment - Speaking Section Practice - 
Tasks 1 – 6 – KAPLAN 
 
You have the audios in a folder together with the 
questions/tasks prompts in pdf file.  



Thank you!  
Good Luck 


