
Reading Comprehension Paragraph Types 

 

1. Persuasive  

Paragraph 1: general belief   

Paragraphs 2 and 3: writer’s opinion  

challenging/arguing/reinterpreting/refuting  

Main idea:  Tone: 

For decades, it has been widely assumed that technological innovation naturally leads to greater 

social equality. According to this view, new tools—whether the printing press, the radio, or the 

internet—democratize access to information and therefore reduce disparities between social 

groups. 

Yet this assumption overlooks the ways in which technology often amplifies existing inequalities 

rather than diminishing them. While digital platforms do make information more accessible, they 

also reward those who already possess the skills, time, and resources to navigate them 

effectively. As a result, the benefits of innovation tend to accumulate disproportionately among 

individuals and communities that were already advantaged. 

Moreover, the belief that technology is inherently egalitarian ignores the economic structures 

that shape its development and distribution. Technologies are not neutral forces; they are created, 

marketed, and regulated within systems that prioritize profit over equity. Without deliberate 

intervention, innovation is more likely to reinforce social hierarchies than to dismantle them. 

Main Idea 

Although many people believe that technological innovation naturally promotes social equality, 

the author argues that technology often reinforces existing inequalities because it is shaped by 

social and economic structures that favor the already advantaged. 

 

Tone 

Analytical, skeptical, and mildly critical; the author questions a widely accepted assumption and 

offers a reasoned reinterpretation 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question Examples 

1. Main Idea / Purpose 

The primary purpose of the passage is to: 

A. Argue that technological innovation is inherently egalitarian 

B. Challenge the assumption that technology naturally reduces inequality 

C. Describe the history of technological development 

D. Explain why digital platforms are difficult to regulate 

2. Description (According to the passage…) 

According to the passage, proponents of the general belief maintain that technological 

innovation: 

A. Reinforces existing social hierarchies 

B. Democratizes access to information 

C. Requires government intervention to be effective 

D. Primarily benefits economically privileged groups 

3. Extension (Imply / Infer / Suggest) 

The passage suggests that if economic structures prioritized equity over profit, technological 

innovation would: 

A. Become less efficient 

B. Be more likely to reduce inequality 

C. Lose public support 

D. Require fewer skilled users 

 

4. Sentence Function 

In paragraph 2, the author’s discussion of “skills, time, and resources” serves primarily to: 

A. Illustrate why some technologies fail 

B. Provide evidence that access alone does not guarantee equal benefit 

C. Suggest that digital platforms are poorly designed 

D. Argue that training programs are unnecessary 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5. Application 

A. Analogy  

5A. The author’s argument about technology is most analogous to which situation? 

A. A new highway that reduces traffic for all drivers 

B. A scholarship program that is used mostly by students who already have strong 

academic support 

C. A public park that is equally accessible to all residents 

D. A law that applies uniformly to every citizen 

B. Exemplification  

5B. Which of the following would best exemplify the author’s claim that innovation reinforces 

inequality? 

A. A free online course that requires expensive software to complete 

B. A library offering free book rentals 

C. A community center providing free childcare 

D. A public transit system with fixed fares 

C. Conclusion  

5C. Which statement most logically completes the passage? 

• “Therefore, any attempt to use technology as a tool for social equality must…” 

A. Focus solely on expanding internet access 

B. Address the structural conditions that determine who benefits from innovation 

6. Tone / Attitude 

The author’s tone can best be described as: 

A. Enthusiastic 

B. Skeptical 

C. Indifferent 

D. Nostalgic 

 

 



7. EXCEPT 

The author mentions all of the following as factors shaping technological outcomes EXCEPT: 

A. Profit-driven economic systems 

B. Unequal user skills 

C. Government censorship 

D. Time and resource disparities 

8. Vocabulary in Context 

In the passage, the word “neutral” most nearly means: 

A. Unbiased 

B. Ineffective 

C. Unregulated 

D. Unimportant 

9. Figurative Language 

The author’s phrase “amplifies existing inequalities” is best understood as: 

A. Making inequalities louder 

B. Increasing the magnitude of inequalities 

C. Recording inequalities for study 

D. Eliminating inequalities over time 

 

Answers 

1. B 

2. B 

3. B 

4. B 

5. a. B 

b. A 

c. B 

6.  B 

7.  C 

8.  A 

9.  B 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Contrast   

Paragraph 1: 1st theory 

Paragraphs 2 and 3: 2nd theory  

Main idea: Tone:  

 

Many historians argue that the rapid decline of several ancient civilizations can be traced 

primarily to environmental collapse. According to this theory, prolonged droughts, soil 

depletion, and resource scarcity undermined agricultural productivity, ultimately destabilizing 

political institutions and accelerating societal breakdown. 

A contrasting school of thought maintains that environmental stress alone cannot account for the 

complexity or timing of these collapses. Proponents of this view emphasize that many societies 

faced similar ecological pressures yet remained stable for centuries. They argue that 

environmental factors may have created challenges, but these challenges were neither 

unprecedented nor inevitably catastrophic. 

Instead, this second theory attributes collapse primarily to internal political fragmentation and 

strategic mismanagement. According to this interpretation, it was the failure of governing elites 

to adapt—through reforms, redistribution, or diplomatic alliances—that rendered societies 

vulnerable. Environmental strain may have intensified existing tensions, but it was political 

rigidity, not ecological disaster, that ultimately precipitated collapse. 

Main Idea 

The passage contrasts two explanations for the decline of ancient civilizations: one attributing 

collapse to environmental degradation, and the other arguing that political mismanagement, 

rather than ecological factors alone, played the decisive role. 

Tone 

Comparative, analytical, and balanced; the author neutrally presents two competing theories 

while subtly highlighting the explanatory strength of the second. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Analytical  

Paragraph 1 (last sentence): Hypothesis            

Paragraph 2 and 3: Verification of the hypothesis  

Last sentence of Paragraph 3:  Restatement of the hypothesis  

Main Idea: Tone:  

Archaeologists have long debated why certain coastal trading settlements of the early medieval 

period expanded rapidly while others remained modest in scale. Although geography and access 

to maritime routes clearly played a role, these factors alone cannot explain the dramatic 

differences in growth. A more plausible explanation is that the settlements that flourished did so 

because they developed unusually flexible systems of local governance. 

Evidence from excavation sites supports this view. In the more prosperous settlements, 

researchers have uncovered administrative buildings that appear to have been repurposed 

multiple times, suggesting that civic institutions adapted quickly to changing commercial 

demands. Records of trade agreements, though fragmentary, indicate that local leaders frequently 

revised regulations to accommodate new merchants and shifting economic conditions. Such 

adaptability would have allowed these communities to respond more effectively to fluctuations 

in regional trade networks. 

Further support comes from comparative studies of settlements that stagnated. These 

communities tended to maintain rigid administrative structures, even as trade patterns evolved 

around them. Their reluctance to modify taxation systems or revise port management practices 

limited their ability to attract new traders and discouraged long-term investment. Taken together, 

these findings suggest that the settlements that prospered were indeed those that adopted flexible 

forms of governance. 

Main Idea 

The passage argues that the rapid growth of certain early medieval coastal settlements is best 

explained by their flexible systems of governance, a hypothesis supported by archaeological and 

comparative evidence. 



Tone 

Analytical, evidence-driven, and cautiously assertive; the author evaluates competing 

explanations and supports a reasoned hypothesis with empirical findings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Evaluation   

First sentence of Paragraph 1:  

+ Last sentence of Paragraph 3:  

Main Idea: Tone: 

 

The recent surge of interest in citizen-science projects is widely celebrated as a major 

breakthrough for public engagement in scientific research. While this enthusiasm is 

understandable, the actual value of such projects is more nuanced than their advocates often 

suggest. 

Although citizen-science initiatives can generate large quantities of data, the reliability of that 

data varies considerably. Studies comparing volunteer-generated observations with expert 

assessments reveal substantial discrepancies, particularly in projects requiring specialized 

identification skills. Moreover, the uneven geographic distribution of volunteers often skews 

datasets toward more populated or easily accessible regions, limiting the generalizability of the 

findings. 

At the same time, dismissing citizen science outright would overlook its genuine contributions. 

When projects are carefully designed—with clear protocols, targeted training, and expert 

oversight—volunteers can produce data of high scientific value. Such initiatives also foster 

public understanding of scientific methods and expand the reach of research teams. Ultimately, 

while citizen-science projects are not the transformative solution they are sometimes portrayed to 

be, they can be highly effective when implemented with appropriate safeguards. 

Main Idea 

The passage evaluates citizen-science projects, arguing that although their benefits are often 

overstated, they can yield valuable results when carefully structured and supervised. 

Tone 



Measured, evaluative, and cautiously optimistic; the author acknowledges limitations while 

recognizing conditional strengths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Illustration   

Last sentence of Paragraph 1: Main idea       

Topic Sentences: examples illustrating the main idea  

 

Main idea: Tone: 

Scholars often describe cultural change as the result of sweeping historical forces, but such 

explanations can obscure the smaller, everyday practices through which communities gradually 

reshape their identities. These subtle shifts—often overlooked in grand narratives—reveal how 

ordinary people actively participate in cultural transformation. Indeed, the most meaningful 

cultural changes frequently emerge from modest, routine behaviors rather than dramatic 

historical events. 

One example can be seen in the evolution of traditional foodways. In several regions, families 

began substituting locally available ingredients for imported ones during periods of economic 

hardship. Although these substitutions were initially pragmatic, they eventually produced new 

culinary traditions that became central to regional identity. What began as a minor adjustment in 

household kitchens ultimately reshaped communal tastes and customs. 

A similar pattern appears in linguistic change. When younger speakers adopt informal 

expressions from popular media, these phrases often spread gradually through peer groups before 

entering broader public usage. Over time, what started as casual slang becomes a recognized part 

of the language, influencing everything from advertising to literature. These incremental shifts 

demonstrate how everyday practices can drive significant cultural transformation. 

Main Idea 

Cultural change often arises not from major historical events but from small, routine behaviors 

that gradually reshape communal identity. 

Tone 



Reflective, explanatory, and illustrative; the author highlights a general principle and supports it 

with concrete, accessible examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Problem-Solution  

 

First sentence: Problem  

Last sentence of the first paragraph: Solutions  

 

Main Idea: Tone: 

 

Urban planners increasingly warn that many midsize cities are facing a growing shortage of 

affordable housing, a problem that threatens both economic stability and social cohesion. Rising 

construction costs, stagnant wages, and speculative investment have combined to push 

homeownership and even rental units beyond the reach of many residents. To address this 

challenge, policymakers have proposed a combination of zoning reform, targeted subsidies, 

and incentives for mixed-income development. 

Zoning reform is often considered the most immediate lever for expanding housing supply. In 

many cities, large areas are restricted to single-family homes, limiting density and driving up 

prices. By allowing duplexes, accessory dwelling units, and small apartment buildings in these 

neighborhoods, municipalities can increase the number of available units without dramatically 

altering the character of existing communities. Early evidence from cities that have adopted such 

measures suggests that even modest increases in density can help stabilize housing costs. 

Financial incentives also play a crucial role. Subsidies for low- and moderate-income households 

can make existing housing more accessible, while tax credits for developers encourage the 

construction of mixed-income buildings that integrate affordable units into desirable areas. When 

combined with zoning changes, these policies create a more flexible and responsive housing 

market. Together, these strategies offer a practical path toward alleviating the 

affordable-housing shortage. 

Main Idea 



The passage argues that midsize cities can address their growing affordable-housing shortage 

through a combination of zoning reform, financial subsidies, and incentives for mixed-income 

development. 

Tone 

Pragmatic, analytical, and solution-oriented; the author acknowledges the seriousness of the 

problem while emphasizing feasible policy responses. 

 


