
Improving Weak Introductions and Adding Specific Details 

1. Weak Introduction 
“Technology has changed our lives in many ways.” 
Strategy: Statistic or Provocative Question 
Model Upgrade (Statistic): 
“According to the World Bank, nearly 60% of the world’s population now relies on digital 
services for essential tasks such as banking, healthcare, and education—showing how 
deeply technology shapes daily life.” 
Model Upgrade (Question): 
“What happens when algorithms, rather than people, make decisions that affect our jobs, 
finances, or access to information?” 
2. Weak Introduction 
“Education is very important for society.” 
Strategy: Historical Reference or Current Event 
Model Upgrade (Historical Reference): 
“When South Korea rebuilt its education system after the Korean War, its investment in 
universal schooling transformed the country into one of the world’s most advanced 
economies.” 
Model Upgrade (Current Event): 
“In recent years, Finland’s teacher-training reforms have drawn global attention for 
dramatically improving student outcomes and narrowing achievement gaps.” 
3. Weak Introduction 
“Some people think government spending is bad.” 
Strategy: Opposite-of-Thesis or Bold Claim 
Model Upgrade (Opposite-of-Thesis): 
“Critics often argue that government spending is wasteful. Yet history shows that targeted 
public investment—such as the U.S. interstate highway system—can generate decades of 
economic growth.” 
Model Upgrade (Bold Claim): 
“Strategic government spending is one of the most powerful tools a nation has to stimulate 
innovation and reduce inequality.” 
4. Weak Introduction 
“Climate change is a big problem today.” 
Strategy: Anecdote or Scenario 
Model Upgrade (Anecdote): 
“In 2021, farmers in southern Europe watched entire harvests fail as unprecedented heat 
waves scorched their fields—an increasingly common consequence of accelerating 
climate change.” 
Model Upgrade (Scenario): 
“Imagine a coastal city where rising sea levels flood homes every spring, forcing families to 
rebuild again and again. For millions of people, this scenario is no longer hypothetical.” 
5. Weak Introduction 
“Leaders need to make good decisions.” 



Strategy: Common Misconception or Quotation 
Model Upgrade (Common Misconception): 
“Many assume leadership is about charisma, but history shows that sound 
decision-making—especially in crises—matters far more.” 
Model Upgrade (Quotation): 
“As Peter Drucker observed, ‘Whenever you see a successful business, someone once 
made a courageous decision,’ highlighting how leadership is defined by choices, not 
titles.” 
  
Examples from International Context 

1. The Green Revolution (Agricultural Transformation) 

Demonstrates how scientific innovation can dramatically increase food production. 

Useful for prompts on technology, population growth, unintended consequences, or global 

inequality. 

2. The Manhattan Project 

Illustrates the ethical dilemmas of rapid scientific advancement. 

Works for arguments about secrecy, government intervention, or the double-edged nature 

of innovation. 

3. The Apollo Program / Moon Landing 

A classic example of ambitious national investment yielding technological breakthroughs. 

Great for prompts on collective action, public funding, or long-term vision. 

4. Microfinance (e.g., Grameen Bank) 

Shows how small-scale financial tools can empower marginalized communities. 

Useful for economics, social reform, or evaluating the impact of targeted interventions. 

5. The Fall of the Berlin Wall 

Symbolizes political transformation, collective action, and the power of public pressure. 

Adaptable to prompts on governance, ideology, or social change. 

6. The Human Genome Project 

A model of international scientific collaboration with far-reaching medical implications. 

Works for prompts on cooperation, research funding, or ethical boundaries. 

7. The Rise of E-commerce (e.g., Amazon) 

Demonstrates how digital platforms reshape consumer behavior, labor markets, and 

regulation. 

Useful for economics, technology, or unintended consequences. 

8. The Civil Rights Movement (U.S.) 

A powerful example of grassroots activism leading to legislative change. 

Fits prompts on leadership, justice, social reform, or the role of collective action. 

9. Vaccination Campaigns (e.g., Polio Eradication Efforts) 

Shows how coordinated public health initiatives can solve global problems. 

Useful for prompts on science, public trust, or policy implementation. 

10. Urban Planning Innovations (e.g., Singapore’s Housing Model) 



Demonstrates how long-term planning can address housing, sustainability, and social 

cohesion. 

Works for governance, public policy, or resource management prompts. 

  

 Examples from Lebanese context 

1. Governance & Transparency 

Weak: “Corruption harms society.” 

Strong: “Lebanon’s 2019 protests showed how years of opaque public spending and stalled 

reforms can erode public trust and mobilize nationwide calls for accountability.” 

2. Education & Resilience 

Weak: “Education helps communities grow.” 

Strong: “The American University of Beirut’s long-standing scholarship programs have 

enabled students from across the region to access high-quality education despite economic 

instability.” 

3. Crisis Management 

Weak: “Governments must respond effectively to crises.” 

Strong: “After the Beirut port explosion in 2020, local volunteer networks such as the 

Lebanese Red Cross and grassroots NGOs provided rapid relief when formal institutions 

were overwhelmed.” 

4. Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

Weak: “Entrepreneurship drives progress.” 

Strong: “Beirut’s tech startups—like those supported by the Central Bank’s Circular 331 

initiative—demonstrate how targeted investment can stimulate innovation even in 

challenging economic conditions.” 

5. Infrastructure & Public Services 

Weak: “Infrastructure is important.” 

Strong: “Lebanon’s ongoing electricity shortages illustrate how inadequate infrastructure 

can hinder economic growth and push households toward costly private generators.” 

6. Environmental Policy 

Weak: “Countries should protect the environment.” 

Strong: “Lebanon’s Cedars reforestation projects show how targeted conservation efforts 

can preserve biodiversity and protect iconic national landscapes.” 

7. Migration & Opportunity 

Weak: “People move for better opportunities.” 

Strong: “The Lebanese diaspora—one of the largest per capita in the world—has fueled 

national development through remittances, investment, and global professional networks.” 

8. Public Health 

Weak: “Healthcare systems matter.” 

Strong: “During the Syrian refugee crisis, Lebanon’s hospitals had to expand capacity and 

coordinate with international organizations, illustrating how health systems must adapt to 

sudden demographic pressures.” 

9. Social Change & Civil Society 



Weak: “Activism can create change.” 

Strong: “Lebanese women’s rights groups successfully pushed for the repeal of Article 522, 

which once allowed rapists to escape punishment by marrying their victims, demonstrating 

the power of sustained advocacy.” 

10. Economic Policy 

Weak: “Economic stability is important.” 

Strong: “Lebanon’s 2019–2021 financial collapse shows how unsustainable debt, currency 

mismanagement, and lack of structural reform can trigger hyperinflation and widespread 

loss of savings.” 

  
 


