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Unit 8 Weird news

8a News

Reading nature news review

‘The fish with hands

Everyone knows tha fish ive I watr, they move by swiniing,and hey
use thelr fins and a1 hlp them move. Bu her's an excepion o every
ol and s . Named, appropriaely. the Randfish hese odd fishhave
fins that oo ke hands, an thy use them o walk o he ocean flor. Four
Spacimns of this fourinch-ong marne species wee Seen near Tasmana,
Australs, Handish walk along the seabed eating smallworms and other
creatures, They Mo sowty and 5o mus b an easy targe o predators.
Howeve, researchers ik ihey may have a secretweapon: a Lo s that
ils mostatacars.

Grammar speculation and deduction
about the present

1 Read the articl again. Then read ths information
about the animal, What i speculation (5) and what
is certain (©7

1 The handfish
a walks on the seabed.
b eats worms.
¢ hastoxic skin

2 Find these words in the artcle.
1 two terms for the bottom of the ocean

2 a word that means “samples or representative
things’

3 a scientific term that means a group of
individuals that can't be subdivided into smaller
groups”

4 aword for animals that kill and eat other animals

5 aword that means “poisonous’

6 an adjective that means “from/in,/of the sea”

3 Read the clues and decide which of these things they.
describe, Write sentences using might/could and sl
Use the plural form of one of the words.

ants  bird
ocean shark

butterfly lake leaf
spiders stem whale

1 Ithas two legs, two wings, and a tail. It an fly.
2 Its partof a plant. I’ green.

3 Its abody of water.I¥s not salty. Is surrounded.
by land.

4 They are quite small and eat insects, They have
eight legs. Some make webs.

5 Itlives in water. It has fins and a tail. Its
pretty big.
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8b Reasons why

Grammar speculation and deduction
about the past
1 Read the sentences about the Easter Isand statues.
Choose the most logical option.
1 The Easter Islanders ca't have /must have
respected their ancestors.
2 emight have /must have taken months o carve
astatue.
3 The Baster slanders can't have / may have carved
other objects as well
4 They couldn'thave / must have used dozens of men
tomove the statues.
5 The first Europeans to se the statues might have /
musthave been amazed.

2 Complete the conversations with the words.

can'thave been
may have seen

must have seen

A: This looks interesting, 1 like wildlife movies.
B: Yes it just started. It looks rally familiar,

though 1 itbefore,
Ithink

A: Really? I says in the paper that s  brand new
seris,so it onbefore.

B: Oh? Well, 12 ~atrailer

then. Tknow it was advertised

can't have been
could have phoned
might have been

might have been
musthave been
must have had

A: That's weied. T've got four missed calls on my
phone.
B Same number each time? It

mporiant i i cled
four e

A¢ No, different numbers. But they didtleave any.

messages, soit> S wa
important | wonder how | missed them?

B You® your phone
switched off.

A: No,1didnt

B Well, you'
the volume*

busyor
down
Low o something,
A: Yes, Maybe. Well [ don't recogrize the numbers,
Sosuppose they
by mistake,

Vocabulary history

3 Howw manywrayscanyou complet these senences?
Use these words,

ancestors  ancent beliefs  century
fragments period pieces  prehistoric
sacred  sodety  traditions

1 That was an exciting..in history.

2 The Polynesians had strong.

3 1ts an interesting,..monument

4 The archacologists found...of pottery.

5 We think these objects are from Polynesian.

4 Writing speculating
Read the situations and write your speculation as to
the logical reason.
1 You can'tget through to your friend's cell phone,

2 Your friends haven't arved fo yous bisthday
party.

3 Your sister's gone out. Her keys are on the table,
4 The TV show you are watching seems familiar.

5 Your boss i very lae for a meeting.
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8c Crop circles

Reading crop circles

popy seed capsules

1 Read the news story from Australia, What's the
connection between the photos?

2 Read the sory again. Complete the artice
with these words. You can use the words as
many imes 3 you think necessary

extraterrestrial
physical

hoasers
poppies

humans
tools

pattems
wallabies

3 Read these commentsthat people made afer
eari his e story. Which comments are
supportec by theinformation iven in the story?

a “Crop circles must be hoaxes because there s no
other rational explanation.”

b “Wallabieslve in Australa, so they can't have
made the UK crop ircle.”

& “Ithink the crop circles might have been the
resultof animal activity.”

& Allthese words are i the news story, Which groups.
of words (a-<)can replace the words in bold in these:
sentences?

a b B
P explanation | bizarre
complex suggestin | odd
geometric | view weird

1 That's an interesting theory.
2 I've read about this strange phenomenon.
3 The building has an intrcate shape.

A bizarre theory

“The strange and fescinating phenomenon of rop
cirdes—atich actal arn' smply Gircular butform
inficae geomelric' _putirrs_infamfelds—has
inspired many possile explanatons over th years.
Cropoicie enthusists who prefe paranormal
explanationsforth cicies believe that they mustbe.
messages eft behind by

vistors,whie mora conventoaly scentc-minded
peope have theorize tha hey might heve resuled
fromnatural* forces, suchas
vind o heal, But now,there’s aniher, even more:
bizarre explanaton;

s the BBC Nows and many ather news oullels are
reportng, Lara Giddings, Atomey Genera for the
Australn state of Tasmeni, tod & Parlamentary
hearig that* have been eating
' infieds that provide legal
opium or morphine and other paikilers. Apparently
accordingto Giddings, the are
eating e * - and then becoming
so disoriented hat they run around nthe felds
erratcaly, creating paths that resemble rop circes
An offcalwith an Austaan poppy-culvaion
‘company tod ABC News tat i the process of
consuning e poppy-seed capsies, e

oftenalso eat some of the
subsianoes that cause opum's hallucinogenic ffect
in® e weid suggestion that

animals may have boen he cause of Austalen cop
cicles, howeve,doesnt ealy explain e crop<icle
phenomenon. Avethey capabie of reatng the sot
o nicalogeometc seenin
mostcrop arcles? Whal aboutthe cop irces found
thousands of mies away fom Austaia, n he UK?
This odd explanation o doestt accourt for the
aemalive view that crop circes re notting maro
han claborate oes. A Uniersiyof Oregon
physci, Richar T specates il copicle

may nowbe usig ncreasingh
sophistated such a5 GPS
deiesand e ponters o bu compex

ino filds
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8d You must be joking!

Real life reacting to surpri

1 Read the news sories. Do you think they are true or false?

ing news

orethan s dozen scentsts and vt EIRepresentatives of the fishing industry
enthusiasts from Canada, Estonia, warn that tuna is almost extinct.
Sweden, and the US flew to Siber

yesterday to exchange findings with
Russian counterparts at a day-long yei .
ey B8 The government hasannounced anew inittive

| touse decimal measures, Asof Apel 1 there will
e ten hoursn each day.

B Onc ofthe US's most famous poers has
swritten a book of poems about becs.

2 Complete the expressions for showing surprise with 3 Read and respond reacting to

these words. surprising news
puting joking mistake off on right Read the statements. Imagine a riend of yours is
sure . speaking, Wite a tesponse in your ovn words.
B cone w 1 Look! I¢s snowing outside.
2 Thatean'tbe ' 2 T
‘m getting married.
3 They must have made
4 Youmustbe ' 3 Someone in Sberia has seen a yet,
5 You're me
2 4 Lrcad i the paper that there are o fish left n the

6 Aryou 2 ocean,

5 The date on today's newspaper is 2025

6 As of ext year, the clocks change (o ten-hour days.
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8e In the news

Writing skill structuring a news story

1 Read the mised-up notes s-d) o  news story
Which section i the ntroductory sentence?

B thearea (o)
temporarly affected as the ightning
o (cut o electricity

supples. Later, the fire fghters
(sey)the man was

crediny lucky:
B the fresenice
(respond) immediately to the call.
According o the ovner of the house,
Ral o (rappen)
extremely quicky:
I An unbelievable three bolts of ightring
(strie)a house st
night, but ortunatey, nobocly was hurt
B neichoors  Gathe
polce and fr departments afer the
frstboltoflghting
(start) a small fire.

2 Writethe story in the correct sequence and with the
correct verb forms in your notebook.

Vocabulary -y adverbs in stories
3 Wit the sixlysdverbs inthe tory next o the
adverbs it similar meanings
1 brity:
instantly:
uckiy
el
npidly
unbalivably

4 Complete the sentences using adverbs from

Exercise2.

1 Shespoke
didn'tunderstand.

_ slowly butlstil

2 itwasn'ta serious accident,
3 Tonly saw them

4 Ttwas dangerous.

5 Shereplied to my email

6 Thefirewas ~ putou

‘Grammar extra -ly adverbs

e sl adverbs with:
1 mainverbs

The fire department responded immediatly o the cal.
2 wholesantances o couses

Fortnately, nobody was hurt

Rewrie the sentences with the adverbs in
‘parentheses inthe correct positon. Make changes to
punctuation as necessary:

1 nobody knows what happened (incredibl)
2. this is not he et time this has happened (adly)
3 the car was damaged (deliberotely)

4 the man spoke about theincdent (adly)

5 things are retuming to normal (gradally)

6 we were shocked by the news (incredibly)





