What Are Countable Nouns?

* Definition: "Countable nouns are things we can count.”
« - Examples: "1 apple, 2 books, 3 chairs.”

* - Key Features:

- Singular and plural forms (e.g., apple/apples).

- Can use numbers.

What Are Uncountable Nouns?

* Definition: "Uncountable nouns are things we cannot count
individually.”

« - Examples: "Rice, water, information.*

» - Key Features:

- No plural form.

- Cannot use numbers directly (e.g., NOT 'two rice").

Quantifiers for Countable Nouns
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Quantifiers for Uncountable Noun-

* Examples:
* - "Much water"
- "Alittle rice" - "Some sugar*

* - Rule: Use these quantifiers only with uncountable nouns.
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What Are Articles?

* Definition: "Articles are words that define a noun as specific or
unspecific.”
L] L |

« - Types: "Indefinite articles (‘a,' 'an') and definite article ('the')."

Indefinite Articles (‘a' and 'an')

* Definition: "Used for non-specific nouns.*
* - Rules:

* - Use 'a' before words that start with a consonant sound (e.g., a dog). -
Use 'an' before words that start with a vowel sound (e.g., an apple).-
Examples: "a book," "an umbrella."

Definite Article ('the')

* Definition: "Used to refer to specific nouns.”

« - Rule: Use 'the' when both the speaker and listener know what is
being referred to.

« - Examples: "The sun," "The book on the table."



Zero Article

« - Definition: "No article is used for general ideas or plural and
uncountable nouns.*

« - Examples:
- "I like music."
* - "She studies biology.

» - Rule: Do not use 'a,' 'an,' or 'the' in these cases.






Can/Could I...

*This structure is used when you are asking for permission or offering to do something.
‘Examples:

+“Can | help you?" (Offering help.)

*"Could | borrow your pen?" (Requesting permission politely.)

+Can is more informal and direct, while Could is more polite or tentative.

Can/Could you...

+*This structure is used to make requests or ask someone to do something.
*Examples:

«"Can you help me with this?" (Requesting help.)

«"Could you please pass me the salt?" (A polite request.)

+Similarly, Can is direct, and Could adds politeness.

Key Difference:

"Can/Could I" focuses on what you can do or ask permission for yourself.
*“Can/Could you" focuses on what the other person can do for you.



Rule:

* Would you mind + verb-ing + (object or detail)?

« This structure is always followed by the -ing form of the verb
(gerund), not the base verb.

Usage Examples:

* Making a polite request:
* "Would you mind opening the window?" (Polite way of asking someone to
open the window.)
* "Would you mind helping me with my homework?"

* Asking for permission:
* "Would you mind waiting here for a moment?" (Asking if it's okay for
someone to wait.)
* "Would you mind me borrowing your pen?" (Requesting permission to
bhorrow a pen.)

Responses:

«If the answer is YES, it means the person minds and might not want to comply.
«If the answer is NO, it means the person doesn’t mind and will likely agree.
*Example:

«  "Would you mind helping me?"

«  "No, not at alll" (This means they agree to help.)

+  "Yes, | do mind." (This means they don't want to help.)



Key Notes:

*Always use the gerund (verb-ing):

*Correct: "Would you mind closing the door?"

*Incorrect: "Would you mind to close the door?”

«Optional object:

"Would you mind me sitting here?"

*"Would you mind my borrowing your book?" (Both forms are acceptable.)

Step 1: Start with a Warm Greeting

* Use a friendly opening to set the tone.

* Examples:
* "Dear [Name],"
= "Hi [Name], it’s so great to hear from you!"

Step 2: Express Joy About Hearing From
Them

«Mention how happy or surprised you were to hear from them.

*Examples:

*"What a wonderful surprise to receive your email!"

«"It's been so long since we last spoke, and I'm thrilled to hear from you."



Step 3: Acknowledge Their Questions

«Answer any questions they asked about your life.
*Examples:

*"You asked about my family. We’re all doing well!™
«"As for my work, I'm still teaching, and | love it."

Step 4: Share Updates About Your Life

* Use linking words like but, although, however, so, because to
connect ideas smoothly.

* Examples:

* "We moved to a new house last year, and I love it here. However, I miss
my old neighborhood."

« '""Life has been busy because I started a new job."
» "I’m still in [City], so not much has changed in that regard."

Step 5: Ask About Their Life

* Show interest in their life to keep the conversation going.

* Examples:
* ""How have you been?"

* "What’s new in your life? I’d love to hear more about your family and
work."



Step 6: Close With Warmth

* End on a positive and friendly note.

» Examples:
= "It was great to hear from you. Let’s stay in touch!"
= "Looking forward to your reply. Take care and all the best!"

Sample Reply Email to an Old Friend

* Dear [Friend’s Name],

» What a wonderful surprise to receive your email! It’s been so long
since we last spoke, and I'm so happy to hear from you.

» Life has been busy but good. I started a new job recently, and although
it’s challenging, I'm really enjoying it. We also moved to a new house
last year. It’s in a quiet neighborhood, so it’s perfect for the kids.

* How are you doing? What’s new in your life? I'd love to hear more
about your family and what you’ve been up to.

* Let’s keep in touch! Looking forward to hearing from you soon.

*Love,
[Your Name]

BUT

*What it does: Connects two ideas that are different.
*How to use: Put it in the middle of a sentence.
+Examples:

+| like coffee, but | don't like tea.

*She was tired, but she finished her homework.



ALTHOUGH

* What it does: Shows contrast between two ideas, like "but," but
sounds a little stronger or formal.

* How to use: Can go at the beginning or middle of a sentence.

* Examples:
» Although it was raining, we went for a walk.
= We went for a walk although it was raining.

HOWEVER

* What it does: Joins two separate sentences that are different. It's more
formal.

* How to use: Usually at the beginning of the second sentence and
followed by a comma.

* Examples:
= It was raining. However, we went for a walk.
« It was raining; however, we went for a walk.

Tips

+Use but for simple, casual contrast in one sentence.
*Use although when you want stronger contrast or a formal tone.
+Use however when connecting two full sentences, especially in formal writing.



BECAUSE

* What it does: Explains why something happens.
* How to use: Connects the reason to the action.

* Examples:
= [ stayed home because it was raining. (Why did I stay home? Because it was
raining.)
= Because [ was tired, I went to bed early.

SO

+What it does: Explains what happened as a result.

+How to use: Shows the effect or result of an action.

«Examples:

«It was raining, so | stayed home. (What happened because it was raining? | stayed home.)
+| was tired, so | went to bed early.

Tips

* Use because to answer "Why?" (reason).
* Use so to answer "What happened?" (result).









